LORD RIDDELL'S INTIMATE DIARY             (August nw

campaign ? He could call for volunteers and raise the necessary
funds." _

I said he might become Tsar. This greatly amused L. G..
Mrs. Astor treated us to dramatic descriptions of how Winston
would conduct himself in his new r6le.

Long talk between L. G. and General Bridges, who has
been in Russia. The General strongly urges that we should
continue to support the anti-Bolsheviks and continue to occupy
Armenia. L, G. said this was impossible and that we could
not bear the expense. He told the General that the French
and Americans will do nothing, although they are loud in
their declamations in favour of action. " The poor old British
Empire/' he said, " is asked to do everything and gets not
a word of thanks in return." The General looked disappointed,
but had nothing to say in answer.

Earlier in the day L. G. was busily engaged drafting a
letter to Winston urging him to cut down the cost of the
Army. He showed me the letter and asked whether I thought
its terms too strong. I said I saw no reason why he should
not dispatch the letter as written. He remarked, " I have
said what I feel and what is true. It is very serious. Money is
being squandered and I must stop it."

General Bridges said that the League of Nations ought to
take charge of the Russian situation and Armenia.

L. G. : They will do nothing of the sort. The League,
I am sorry to say, is a failure. One of its main objects was
the reduction of armaments, yet what do we find ? America,
the protagonist of the League, is about to increase her navy
and army to an enormous extent. The League is to apply
to every nation but America. The League is not to interfere
with American affairs, but America is to have a voice in the
affairs of Europe. A strange position !

BRIDGES : It looks to me as if America will soon dominate
the world.

L. G. ; Well, I am not afraid. That has often been
attempted, but the Old World will not have it. So far as I
am concerned, I have every confidence in the British people.
I believe they will hold their own.
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